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Gentleman, who appears intimately 
acquainted with Meflrs. Perreaus, put 
the following ſheets into the Publiſher's 
hands, to communicate them to the Public; 
leſt any Grub Street Garretteer might fahri- 
cate a pamphlet to get a dinner and impoſe 
upon the world, and at the ſame time injure 
thoſe gentlemen, who may, notwithſtanding 
all that has been alledged againſt them, till 
prove innocent, With regard to Mrs. Rudd, 
he has trreated her with the greateſt delicacy 
and politeneſs ; conſidering her ſex as a ſuf- 
fcient protection againſt any ſeverities that he 

might 


vi TO THE READER. 


might have thrown out againſt her; and 
though, as the narrator of truth, he could 
not conceal ſome anecdotes, which the world 
have not yet been acquainted with, he, ne- 
nevertheleſs, gives them in ſuch a ſtile, as 
cannot offend her niceſt feelings. If he does 
not applaud her conduct upon every occaſi- 
on, he, nevertheleſs, ſympathizes for her 
misfortunes. Ihe Author, living at ſome 
diſtance from the metropolis, and not having 
an opportunity of ſuperintending the preſs, 
ſome inaccuracies may have flipped in; but 
as theſe conſiſt, probably, of names of per- 
ſons or ſtreets; the reader will eafily, and, it 
is to be hoped, readily rectify them, without 
imputing them to the ignorance of the 
Author, 


The chief inducement of the Editor, to 
haſten this little production for general in- 
ſpection, was the uncommon inveteracy 
which has prevailed in all that has hitherto 
appeared in print upon this occaſion. Whe- 
ther Meſſrs. Perreaus are guilty or innocent, 
the Editor of theſe ſheets will not pretend to 

- prejudge 
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prejudge—but in the eye of the law every 
man is innocent till he is convicted of any 
crime; and common humanity pointed out 
an impartial diſquiſition of the affair, by way 
of counterpoiſe to the rancour that has pre- 
vailed again t them, It is very natural for 
the female ſex to take the part of the ladies 
as well from inclination as intereſt, it being 
poſſible that it may ſometimes happen, that 
they ſhall be in a ſimilar predicament to the 
party concerned; and even in juſtice to the 
men, their affection is apt to be biaſſed by 
their fondneſs for the female part of the cre- 
ation. But in ſimilar caſes where life and 
death are concerned, we ſhould endeavour 
to eradicate our partialities, and ſee through 
the medium of reaſon and juſtice, 


The Editor will detain the Reader no far- 
ther in this place, than to aſſure him he has 
made no innovations or alterations in the 
manuſcript tranſmitted by the above gentle- 
man, who is an entire ſtranger to him, 
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NO very extraordinary an affalr as has lately 
been difcovered, is not to be parallelled in 
the hiſtory of any time or any counttyl For- 
geries, it is true, are vety common, and have 
ſometimes been ſucceſsful ; but that a ſeries of 
frauds of this kind, for very conſiderable ſums, 
ſhould go undetected for many years, the parties 
continue to make a very ſplendid appearance, 
and remain upon a footing of intimacy and 
friendſhip with the perſons they had repeatedly 
Ae upon, is really e 


la a commercial country like England, 
Where public credit and private property in a 


B | very 
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very great degree depend upon paper currency, 
and where the fortunes of thouſands may be de- 
ſtroyed in an hour, if a ſucceſsful forgery / was 


to prevail, too much attention cannot be paid 


to impoſitions of this ſort, by every man of pro- 
perty, nor too much vigilance be exerted by the 
magiſtracy to detect them. It is not many years 
ſince forgery was made a capital offence, but 
the legiſlature perceiving the fatal tendency 
of this offence, judiciouſly framed a law to pre- 
vent it; and yet ſevere as the puniſhment node 
is, we find that this law has not proved ef- 
fectual, as the many culprits who appear al- 
molt every ſeſſions at the Old Bailey clearly 
evince. Some over refined moraliſts have ne- 
vertheleſs exclaimed againſt the ſeverity and in- 
humanity of the ſentence which puniſhes a man 
for only writing another perſon's name (per baps 
- innacently) as rigidly as a murderer, or a vil- 
lain guilty of the moſt flagitious times. But 
let this clement philoſopher be reminded, that 
the unhappy wretch, driven by the, greateſt 
diſtreſs, perhaps a ſick wife and ſtarving family, 
who takes from him only a ſhilling, is liable to 
be puniſhed with death; and ſhall the man who 
robs another 'of four or five thouſand pounds 
be conſidered leſs criminal? The means may 
| vary 
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vary it is true; in the firſt inſtance they may 


only extend to words, in the latter only to wri- 


ting; but if they produce the ſame effect, it 
is but juſt that the ſame conſequences ſhould 
enſue. 


Having ſo far conſidered the nature of the 


offence that Meſſts. Perreau are charged with, 


we ſhall now enter upon ſuch memoirs of their 
lives, as we think will gratify the public curi- 
olity, without deſigning any way to prejudice 
them in the opinion of the public, or that of 
their jury. 


Theſe gentlemen, who are of French extrac- 
tion, were born at St. Chriſtopher's, one of our 
Weſt India iſlands, where their father, who 
originally kept a punch houſe there, having 
accumulated a conſiderable ſum, commenced 
merchant and carried on an extenſive trade. 
Being willing that his ſons ſhould figure in life 
in a genteel ſphere, he ſent them over to En- 
gland to improve their education. After they 
had attained a proper age to conſider of buſineſs, 
Daniel was placed in a merchant's compting 


houſe in the city, and Robert by cheice was 
put 
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put apprentice to a chymiſt, in Panton — 
near the „ | 


fa theſe reſpeRive A they both ac- 
quitted themſelves to the utmoſt ſatisfaction of 
their reſpective maſters, and being very atten- 
tive to buſineſs they became very expert in their 
different profeſſions. Daniel made himſelf per- 
fectly acquainted with the nature of trade and 
commerce in all its branches, penetrated all the 
arcana of the ſtocks with the fineſſes and ſub- 
tilties of the alley; whilſt Robert made himſelf 
maſter of chymiſtry and pharmacy, and ere he 
was out of his time qualified himſelf for being | 
a very good apothecary. Being twins, there 
was not only a great reſemblance in their per- 
ſons and phy ſiognomies, but a ſtriking fimi- 
litude in their manners, diſpoſitions and genius, 
They were affable, polite, and inſinuating; in 
a word, they ſeemed to have ſtudied the graces, 
and learnt the art of pleaſing and perſuading, 
Theſe talents cannot help recommending young 
men in life, eſpecially when they are united ta 
an agreeable perſon and a prepoſſeſſing figure. 
Such then were the Meſſrs. Perreaus when they 
ſtarted in life, the one an apothecary, the other 


a merchant, 
A favourable 


68.1 

A favourable opportunity offering for Mr. 
Daniel Perreau to go aver and ſettle at Guada⸗ 
loupe, he embraced it and went thither, where | 

he entered into partnerſhip with Mr. —. 
The houſe carried on à very extenſive trade for 
ſome time, and Mr, Perreau was conſidered as 
a man of conſiderable property and unblemiſhed 
probity ; but. a conſiderable failure occurring, 
in which their houſe was deeply cor necteq;, they 
were obliged to ſtop, and became bankrupts, 
This reverſe of fortune induced Mr. Perreau to 
quit the Iſland and return to England, when hg 
togk Jodgings at a pattern drawers, in Dean- 
ſtreet, Soho, and remained ſometime incog. 
his certificate being not yet ſigned, 


In the mean while Mr. Robert Perreau took 

a genteel houſe in Golden-ſquare, where he 
practiſed as an apothecary, and ſoon obtained 
conſiderable practice; having not only uncom - 
mon merit in his profeſſion, but ſuch addreſs 
and politeneſs (ſtrong recommendations. in his 
buſineſs) as greatly increaſed the number of his 
patients. Among the number of his female pa- 
tients was a very amiable lady, whom he had 
cured of a very dangerous complaint, after it 
had baffled the ſkill of. ſome of the moſt emi» 
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nent of the faculty. His judgment, added to the 
tenderneſs and attention he diſplayed upon the 
occaſion, made a great impreſſion upon his fair 
patient, and ſhe entertained a ſtrong partiality 
in his favour. Mr. Perreau ſoon perceived the 
impreſſion he had made upon the lady, anddidnot 
fail improving the opportunity that offered for 
being united to ſo agreeable a partner for life. 
After a ſhort courtſhip they were joined in the 
honourable bonds of matrimony, and were 
thought to be a very happy couple. His for- 
tune being greatly improved by this marriage, 
he ſet up his chariot; and in proportion as the 
ſplendour of his appearance increaſed, his prac- 
tice alſo extended, particularly among the no- 
bility, with whom he was a great favourite, 
Happy had it been for him if his brother had 
not returned to England, as he then would not 
have turned his thoughts towards gambling in 


the Alley, but lived happily with an agreeable 


conſort, in affluence and ſplendour, ariſing from 
his ton buſineſs, which was now very conſider- 
able, 


DanieP's fertile genius would not let him long 
he dormant in obſcurity ; his knowledge of the 
myſteries of the Alley pointed out to him a road 

| for 
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for accumulating a large ſum; but it was neceſlary 
to have a ſtock to begin with, as a broken mer- 
chant is no ſort of recommendation at Jonathan's. 
Whilſt he was ruminating upon the: means of 
obtaining a ſum to make a puſh with (for his 
brother, though in affluent circumſtances, ' had 
no caſh of any conſequence to ſpare) chance 
threw Mrs, Rudd into his way. She was an 
agreeable woman, had a great ſhare of vivacity, 
and found in Mr, Perreau a congeniality of dil- 
poſition and ſentiments, which, forcibly recom- 
mended him to her. She was poſſeſſed of a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money, and therefore became 
an object of his attention. So 


This lady is the natural daughter of a Scotch 
Nobleman, who gave her a genteel education, 
and when ſhe came to maturity ſhe married a 
lieutenant in the army, with whom. ſhe lived 
upon very good terms for ſome time; but the 
livelineſs of her temper and the gaiety of her 
diſpoſition exciting a jealouſy in her huſband, 
he-parted from her, and left her to diſpoſe of her 
favours as ſhe thought proper. A woman 
ſuſpected and deſerted will naturally feel reſent- 
ment animate her breaſt to deeds which ſhe be- 


fore ſnuddered at. Revenge is implanted in us, 
and 


| (39 

| and the female ſex never loſe an opportunity 

of teſentitig an injury. If at this criſis an agree- 
able man ſniould ſtep in, and add importunity 
to opportunity, what female heart can remain 
fortified againft his aſſiduities? Probably this 
was Mrs, Rudd's ſituation, when Captain I., 
who is not only a very handſome man, but alſo 

. ſenſible and well bred; with an uncommon ſhare 

of eloquence, found the averiiies to her heart, 

and ſeized the valuable treaſure. This con- 
nexion, if it ever took place, was not of long 
continuance, for the captain was ordered to his 
quarters, and Mrs. Rudd ſtill remained in the 


metropolis, 


A number of intrigues are from this time 
aſfigned her by the ſcandalous chronicle. She is 
one time made to aſſume the title of a Princeſs, 
and claim a kindred with a certain very exalted 
10 perſonage; then perſonate this princeſs's faſter, 
14 in order to impoſe upon the ſame perſon, on 
ti! whom ſhe practiced the firſt deception. But | 
bi common ſenſe recoils at ſuch abſurdities, the im- 
j poſition being too groſs for even idiotiſm to be 
| | blinded with. 


It ts very certain that at this time ſhe made att 


| 
| Exceeding gay appearance, viſited all public 
ty places, 
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places, had a great number of admirers among 
the men, and a number of jealous rivals among 
the women; ſhe was toaſted as a fine piece, and 
conſidered as an excellent companion; her pre- 
ſence was courted in all gay parties, for her 
ſprightlineis and ready repartee. It is certain 
ſhe was no prude, but her converſation never 
exceeded the bounds of decency; and though 
ſhe was not ſo ſqueamiſh as to bluſh at a double 
entendre, ſhe never riſqued one that could offend 
the ear of decency. To draw her picture in a 
few words, ſhe was a beautiful woman and an 
agreeable aſſociate, No wonder then that ſhe 
had many advantageous offers from men of rank 
and fortune ; neither is it marvellous, that in her 
ſituation, ſhe ſhould liſten to ſome of . theſe 
propoſals, 


Such was the ſituation of Mrs. Rudd, when 
ſhe was accidentally introduced to Mr. S—dere, 
He was immediately greatly ſmitten by her per- 
ſonal and mental charms, and offered her a Carte- 
blanche, if ſhe would come and ſuperintend his 
houſhold. The bait was too tempting in her 
ſituation, Her mercer was preſſing, her milliner 
was teazing, and her ſervants were tormenting. 
He enabled her to quiet them all, and reſtored 

C the 


» 
the tranquility of her mind, which nothing is 
more liable to diſturb than clamorous creditors. 


The more Mr. S—— was acquainted with 
Mrs. Rudd, the more he was enamoured with 
her. Her attentions, her aſſiduities, her ſenti- 
ments, all coincided to make him the happieſt 
man on earth. In a word his attention was ſo 
fixed on this amiable woman, that he forgot the 
concerns of the world; he forgot his own buſi- 
neſs, which, leaving to clerks, took a turn that 
no one (much leſs himſelf) could expect. The 
event is univerſally known and- need not be re- 
peated ; reflexion uſually follows misfortune, 
and we moſt frequently ſee our errors too late. 
He retrenched all his expences, diſpoſed of his 
charming villa, and was compelled to refrain 
from the company of the very agreeable Mrs, 


Rudd. 


It was at this period that Mr. Daniel Perreau 
became acquainted with her. Unconnected, 
unconſtrained, he found her, in every reſpect, 
a woman completely to his mind, with her ſtrong 
box well filled, and a ſpirit of generoſity to 
unlock it in behalf of a man for whom ſhe en- 


tertained a partiality—Daniel was the man. 
The 


(23: -3 

The coffer was opened, and he made a ſplendid 
appearance in the alley. Fortune, who gene- 
rally ſmiles upon young adventurers, particu- 
larly favoured him. For many months he was 
the luckieſt man at Jonathan's ; money flowed 
in ſo faſt, that he ſcarce knew how to diſpoſe of 
it. He aſked his brother Robert if he wanted 
caſh? at the ſame time flinging a handful of 
bank notes upon the table. Robert was a- 
mazed, knowing his brother's late diſtreſs ; he 
enquired into the myſtery, and was too fa- 
tally informed of the means of acquiring this 
wealth, 


The reader has been already acquainted with 
the ſtriking reſemblance of the brothers, and 
the ſtrong ſimilitude of their ſentiments ; after 
this it will not appear aſtoniſhing that Robert 
ſhould ſo rapidly catch the co itagion of ſtock- 
jobbing, and immediately agree to go with Da- 
nie] into the alley. From this unhappy mo- 
ment Robert's deſtiny was ſealed. A variety of 
fluctuations fycceeded, which but little affected 
their capital; but ſoon one unexpected ſtroke 
deſtroyed them. This was the convention re- 
lative to Falkland's Iſland, which was fo fatal 
to many more as well as themſelves ; and which 

| is 
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is not in the Jeaſt extraordinary, or can it im- 
peach their judgment, when eyen the F rench 
A Ar and his Secretary were taken in for many 
thouſands, and on which account, ſeyeral proſe- 
cutions are till carrying on in France, that 
have produced different niemoria's which have 
been offered on both ſides to .the public, the 
Miniſter accuſing the Secretary, the Secretary 
retorting « on the Miniſter. 


It mould be bes in this place that * ere 
Daniel appeared 1 in the alley, he had got his cer- 
tificated Ggned, which enabled him to figure at 
Jonathan's without reproach ; and this event 
took place only ſixteen days before he formed 


his connexion with Mrs, Rydd, which, was on 
the 20th of May, 1770, 5 


- - 


* . 


A loſing gan;fter is, perhaps, of al men 
in the world th. moſt deſperate. To reflect 
upon parting with his money, and to imagine 
the ſame road is open without, a barrier to re- 
cover it, uſually makes him raſh enough to riſk 
for more than he ſhould to regain, it. This was 
exactly the ſtate of the Perreau's, —F alkland's 
Iſland had by this time coſt them more than 

ever 


1 
ever it was worth, and they were ſtill raſh. 
enough to play on in purſuit of ſpeculative 
riches. 


Expedients ſoon became neceſſary, Sir Tho- 
mas F=—4, was their particular friend, and. 
Dr. B-— knew Robert's extenſive practice, 
and judged that alone a ſufficient ſecurity for any 


moderate ſum. By this means they got bonds 


negociated to a very conſiderable amount; their 
credit was, thereby, ſupported in the alley; 
Robert's reputation was maintained in trade; and 
they now ſhone with (till ſuperior luſtre upon the 
bon ton. Daniel purchaſed an elegant houſe in 
—— ſtreet, for which he paid 4oool. which 
money he borrowed of Sir Thomas F— d. 
Robert gave routs, drums, and hurricanes, fol- 
lowing the example of his brother, and they had 
ſome of the firſt nobility for their gueſts. 


The alley was not all, this while favourable 
to them, and it was neceſſary that money ſhould 
be raiſed by every poſſible expedient. Their 
own notes and bonds were on every ſide nego- 
clated and dealt, There was ſcarce a banker in 
town at this time who would not have diſcounted 
a Daniel or Robert Perreau's note for almoſt any 

amount 
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amount. In the alley their reputation was eſta- 
bliſhed, and the idea of a lame duck, reſpe&- 
ing either of them, was as diſtant from the 
thoughts of every one at Jonathan's as the Bank's 
breaking, They purſued their plan with ſuch 
indefatigable ardour and induſtry, that they evea 
baffled accident and misfortunes, and they ſeem- 
ſeemed to riſe ſuperior to diſtreſs. 


Mrs. Robert Perreau and Mrs, Rudd all this 
time lived upon the moſt cordial, the moſt in- 
timate terms, and if they were not really ſiſters, 
no external appearances could poſſibly prepoſſeſs 
any one againſt Mrs. Rudd's ſituation, Every 
thing among them was in common, their jewels, 
their cloaths, their purſe. They were, as the 
phraſe is, ſworn ſiſters, and if the matter of 
ceremony was laid aſide on the part of Mrs. 
Rudd for reaſons that are obvious, it muſt have 
appeared to Mrs, Robert Perreau, that it was a 
matter of mere ceremony. 


In the year 1771 Mr. Daniel Perreau went 
over to France, Mrs. Rudd accompanying him. 


The cauſe of this tour was partly buſineſs, Mr. 
Perreau judging that he might be able to make 
connexions in that city, and thereby obtain in- 


* telligence 


. 
telligence concerning ſuch tranſactions, as might 
affect theſtocks in England; and by eſtabliſhing 
a regular correſpondence with ſome intelligent 
perſons there, receive from time to. time ſuch 
advice, as might enable him to play in the alley 
to the greateſt advantage. It is certain that 
Mrs. Rudd found means to make acquaintance 
with one of Madame Barree's principal attend- 
ants, to whom ſhe made many preſents, and fre- 
quently regaled her and her acqaintance in a 
very ſumptuous manner; but whether this gen- 
tlewoman was ſoon after diſcharged from her 
employment, or whether ſhe was incapable of 
penetrating any ſecrets that could be of any ſer- 
ſervice in the operations at Jonathan's, is uncer- 
tain ; but the event has proved that whatever in- 
telligence ſhe may have communicated was of 
little or no ſervice. However, if Mr, D. Perreau 
did not ſucceed in his deſign with regard to ſet- 
tling a beneficial correſpondence at Paris, he and 
Mrs. Rudd amuſed themſelves very agreeably, 
and in a few weeks ſpent upwards of ſeven hun- 
dred pounds, which was Mrs. Rudd's money. 
It is true that her natural turn for gaiety and 
diſſipation, was now amply gratified, and ſhe 
cannot blame Mr. Perreau for his extravagance 
upon this occaſion, as he frequently remon. 


{trated 
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ſtrated to her upon their extravagant way of 
living, and the frequent Petits Soupers that they 
gave to a number of gueſts. But her ready 
imaginations always furniſhed her with an ex- 
cuſe; ſhe replied . That if they did not keep 
up an intercourſe with, and diſplay their hoſpi- 
tality to people of certain rank, and in certain 
departments, it would be fruitleſs to think of 
reaping any adyantage from their journey ; and 
therefore it would be the moſt ridiculous ceco- 
nomy imaginable to think of retrenching their 
expences whilſt they remained at Paris.” This 
argument had its weight with Mr. Perreau, and 
he could not reply to it. 


In fo gay and volatile a city as Paris, Mrs, 
Rudd could not fail making an appearance 
that attracted the eyes of the Pariſians in all 
public places. Qui eſt cette belle Angloiſe? (who 
is that handſome Engliſhwoman) was ecchoed 
on all ſides; and her vanity was not a little gra- 
tified when even Princes of the Blood paid her 
this compliment. The Duke de B-— was fo 
forcibly ſtruck with her charms that he employ- 
ed an able Mercury, whom he kept in conſtant 
pay, to make her ſome ſecret propoſals, - This 
Proteus could aſſume every dreſs and every cha- 
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racter to execute his projects. He was in reality 
the Duke's Valet de Chambre; but upon this 
occaſion he aſſumed the profeſſion of an itiner - 
ant Jeweller. He waited upon Mrs. Rudd one 
morning, to know if her Ladyſhip wanted any 
thing in his way; when being introduced to her, 
after diſplaying his portable magazine of jew- 
els, and finding Mrs. Rudd was vaſtly taken with a 
very handſome pair of diamond ear-rings, he . 
took a pretext for precipitately retiring, leaving 
her in poſſeſſion of the jewels, and a card upon 
the table intimating that the Duke de 5B 
flattered himſelf that Mrs. Rudd would do him 
the honour of wearing thoſe ear- rings. She was 
oreatly aſtoniſhed to find the ſuppoſed Jeweller 
did not return, and ſtill more ſo at peruſing 
the card. The Duke ſat by her a few nights 
after at the opera, and then declared to her his 
paſſion, at the ſame time propoling ſuch rerms 
as few women would have refuſed ; but in juſ- 
tice to Mrs. Rudd it muſt be owned ſhe rejected 
all his propoſals, and never. after ſaw the Duke. 


Upon their return to England, fluſhed with 
the hopes of making ſome capital ſtrokes in the 
alley, by means of the correſpondence he' had 
ſettled im France, he began to play deeper than 

D ever; 


„ 

ever; though he had but a ſhort time before 
loſt 1400l. on account of the Spaniſh con ven- 
tion, which he: received from Mrs. Rudd, and 
this ſum, with their expences at Paris, amount- 
ed to at leaſt 2000l. which all came out of her 
pocket. During Mr. Daniel Perreau's abſence, 
his brother managed the buſineſs in Change 
Alley, and was almoſt as unfortunate as Da- 
nic}, as the latter found a ballance againſt him 
of 80cl. upon his return. 


According to Mg. Perreau's intelligence there 
was ſuch a certainty of a war taking place in 
the autumn of 1771, that he employed Meſſrs. 
Keble and Sadler, inſurance brokers to in- 
ſure the war as deep as fourteen hundred 
pounds, which ſum he accordingly loſt. It 
ſeems that had he gained on this occaſion, he 
was to have ſhared the profits with his brother 
and Colonel K. 


We have not had any occaſion yet to mention 
the Miſs Perreau's, ſiſters to the gentlemen 
whoſe memoirs we are laying before the reader. 


Theſe ladies reſide in the country, and having 


in Mr. Daniel Perreau's diſtreſs furniſhed him 
with money, judging from the grand appearance 
| he 
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made, that he was inaMuent circumftances, preſ[- 
ed him very hard for the repayment of it; and 
Mrs. Rudd with her uſual friendſhip furniſhed 
him with 800l: with which he liquidated a debt 
due to his ſiſters Sufan and Eſther. 


In April 1772, the Perreau's affairs became 
deſperate, and Daniel pawned Mrs, Rudd's jew- 
els for upwards of 5001 to pay a debt which he 
was out upon bail for. It appears however, 
that in the December following he had a toler- 


able run of luck, for he was then poſſeſſed of 


upwards of ſixteen hundred pounds, and was ſo 
elated with his good Ar that he beſpoke a 
new coach, 


About this time Mrs. Rudd made a tour to 
Scotland, to vilit her relations, and during her 
abſence fortune once more turned her wheel, and 
and drove Daniel to ſuch deſperate circum- 
ſtances, that he was under the neceſſity of pawn- 
ing all his plate; and even his own and Mrs. 
Rudd's wearing apparel, Upon her return ſhe 
was greatly ſhocked at the ſituation of her af- 
fairs, being under the neceſſity of borrowing 
money of Mr. S —-, a kinſman, who accoms+ 
panied her from Scotland, to redeem her wear 
ing apparel, 

Soon 
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Soon after Mrs. Rudd's return from Scotland, 


| ſhe ſeemed to be ſeized with a fit of jealouſy on 


account of a Miſs Hul, whom ſhe diſcovered 
Mr. Perreau aſſiſted with money, which the 
former claimed as her own. Indeed it muſt be 
acknowledged the circumſtance was a little 
mortify ing, to find a man with whom ſhe lived 
upon the footing of a wife, by whom ſhe had 
children, and whom ſhe had been ſo very inſtru- 
mental in ſupporting, ſquandering her money 
upon a lady of ſuppoſed eaſy virtue, which from 
her connexions there were great reaſons to ſuſ- 
pet. She paſſed for the ſiſter of the celebrated 
Miſs Lucy C—lls, who was generally believed 
to be kept by Mr, O——w. 


This diſcovery did not however create an 
open rupture, though ſhe could not help giving 
very ſtriking hints that ſhe ſuſpected his fidelity. 
On his part, he pretended he viſited Miſs H—I1 
only as a friend, and at the requeſt of Mr. 
O-—w, whilſt he was in the country, from 


Whom he received remittances in her behalf, 


During all this time a very friendly correſ- 
pondence was ſtill kept up between Mrs. Rudd, 
and Mrs. Robert Perreau ; who treated the for- 

| | mer 
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mer in every reſpect as a ſiſter. Their intimacy 
was ſo great (as has already been obſerved) that ] 
they would often wear each others cloaths and 
Jewels. They viſited in the ſame parties, and 
as no woman could behave with greater decency 
and politeneſs than Mrs. Rudd, ſhe was never 
ſuſpected of being allied to Mr. Perreau any 
other way than in matrimony, and was, there- 
fore, treated with the greateſt reſpect by women 
of rank and faſhion. Notwithſtanding the fa- 
vourable reception ſhe met with from the world 
in general, ſhe could not refrain from having 
her moments of reflexion and diſquietude from 
the ſituation ſhe was in. She had ſacrificed her 
perſon and fortune to a man, whom ſhe too late 
found had played the hypocrite's part ſo well 
as to perſyade her he had the ſtrongeſt affection 
for her; that in this belief ſhe had yielded to 
his intreaties and freely opened her purſe to 
him ; that ſhe had now too much reaſon to be. 
lieve he had formed a connexion with another 
woman, and that the period was approaching 
when he would throw off the maſk, and diſown 
her for his wife; that he would thea ſhun and 
deſpiſe her ; that her own relations would diſown 
her, and her children be branded by all the 
world as baſtards, Policy and prudence, how- 
| | ever, 
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ever, induced her · to put off the evil day, in 
hopes ſhe might ſtill reclaim. him, and by her 
aſſiduities and affection compel him, through 
gratitude and parental affection, to treat her in 
a proper manner. With this view ſhe conſented 
to all that he propoſed, ſtrained every nerve to 
find reſources for his wants, and prevent his at- 
fairs being blown upon. 


When Mrs. Rudd firſt became acquainted 
with Mr. Daniel Perreau, he paſſed for a man 
of fortune, which was placed in the funds, to 
the amount of three hundred a year. She was 
entirely unacquainted with his having been a 
bankrupt; nor had ſhe the leaſt notion for a 
conſiderable time of his gaming in the Alley. 
But ſhe ſoon detected the impoſition in the firſt 
inſtance, and made diſcoveries in the latter, 
when, indeed it was too late. She had already 
been a mother by him, and had for ſome time 
paſſed for his wife. How then could ſhe recede 
without proclaiming her own ſhame, and that 
of the unhappy infant? 


There are frequently ſome latent. circum- 
ſtances in the lives of many people, that form 
the baſs of their conduct, which is condemned 


by 
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by the world, who are unacquainted with the 
cauſes of action. Had Mrs. Rudd fortunately 
eſcaped making an acquaintance with Mr. Per- 
reau her reputation would now have been ſpot- 
leſs, as all the accuſations that have been brought 
againſt her, except with reſpe& to him, have 
only amounted to ſurmiſe, No man of the leaſt 
honour, who has been happy in the embraces 
of a fine woman, whoſe character at moſt is 
problematical, would proclaim his good fortune 
at the expence of her reputationz and even her 
intimacy with Mr. S—dere, amounts to no more 
than that ſhe kept his houſe and lived upon 
triendly terms with him. It was left for Mr. 
Daniel to fix the ſeal of diſgrace upon her cha- 
rafter, and prevent her having it in her power 
to lay any claim to chaſtity, 


In ſuch a ſituation as Mrs. Rudd's, it would 
not be ſurpriſing if ſhe had retaliated upon her 
nominal huſband's infidelity. If offers, impor- 
tunities, attentions, and aſſiduities, could have 
prevailed, ſhe certainly might have framed a 
very good excuſe to have ſtrayed from the com- 
mon road of nice delicacy ; or if even ſhe had 
adopted the French line of female conduct, and 
according to the Cheſterfieldian ſyſtem, had 

choſen 
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choſen a cher ami, the moſt ſcrupulous part of 
her ſex upon the box ton could not muchthave 
cenſured her. Colonel G-—, Sir John 8, 
and many more ſuitors, did indirectly make'her 
ſuch propoſals, as few women in her ſituation 
could have reſiſted. She heard them with com- 
plaiſance and politeneſs, and replied with eaſe 
and good nature : but ſhe had ſuch a regard for 
her children, and was ſo deſirous of ſupporting 
her own character, as well as that of her infants, 
that ſhe rejected all theſe overtures, though ſhe 
found means of turning them to the account of 
Mr, Perreau. When a man of conſiderable for- 
tune makes ſuch overtures to a woman in her 
ſtate, he muſt not only dilate- his compliments, 
but his purſe ſtrings, and though a woman may 
not chime in with his intentions, ſhe may fairly 
avail herſelf of the opportunity that offers to ex- 


tricate her from any temporary difficulties, Per- 


reau's affairs were by this time deſperate, ſhe 
ſill entertained a very great regard for him, 
from more motives than ſenſual gratification, 
and ſhe reſolved to bring him through. his.diffi- 
culties if it were poſſible. She therefore, laid 
Sir John's, and the colonel's purſe, under ſome 
contributions, but without yielding to the leaſt 

c | conceſſions 
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conceſſions that could affect her honour or her 
reputation. 


Such a line of conduct few women would 
have purſued in her ſituation, Mr. Perreau, 
without enquiring from whence theſe reſources 
. aroſe, availed himſelf of them as long as they 
could be produced. The Alley felt the benefits 
of them, and even the great F-rd-ce was not 
unacquainted with their value, | 


Another drain of Mrs. Rudd's pocket was his 
uſeful correſpondence abroad. He had not only 
emiſſaries at Paris, but at St. Omers, and other 
parts of France. Although their intelligence 
was of no. utility to him, they expected and 
received certain ſtipends fixed upon, at ſtated 
times. So many draw-backs upon the remain- 
ing capital. of the Perreaus, ſoon brought them 
to ſuch a ſtare as compelled them to take meaſures 
which were much againſt their diſpoſitions. Ad- 
miral F—d had for a long time entertained a 
partial regard for all the family, and particularly 
Daniel. He was at this time upon the point of 
purchaſing a houſe in Newman Street, and 
wanted a loan of 4000l. a bond was offered the 


Admiral, whether true or falſe we ſhall not pre- 
E. tend 
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tend to determine; but the money was procured, 
and the * 


No ſooner was Daniel in poſſeffion of this 
elegant houſe, than it was neceſſary to repair to 
an upholſterer to furniſh it in a manner ſuitable 
to the dignity of the manſion. Accordingly in 
a few days the houſe was fitted up in a moſt ſu- 
perb manner. The carvers, gilders, and other 
operators in this kind, were immediately ſet to 
work, and in a ſhort time put it in all the ſplen- 
dour of a nobleman's hotel, 


The tendency of his genius prevailed in every 
thing; furniture, carriages, entertainments, 
and amuſements. One lucky hit at this time 
aided him in his purſuits, and Mrs, Rudd was 
again reconciled to her fate. 


It has aſtoniſhed many people that Mrs Ro- 
bert Perteau ſhould, ſince a late tranſaction, 
pretend that ſhe was ignorant till the late diſco- 
very was made, that Mrs. Rudd was not mar- 
ried to Mr, Daniel Perreau, and that ſhe con- 


ſiders it as a high piece of inſolence in Mrs. 
Rudd, to have been introduced to her under a 


ſpecious character. Though it is not deſigned 


ro 
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to throw any ſlur on Mrs. Robert Perreau's con- 
duct or character, as the writer of theſe pages 
believes them to be both irreproachable; yet he 
cannot help thinking that this is rather an ill 
timed piece of pride, which will induce people to 
enquire who Mrs. Robert Perreau originally was, 
and this will lead to a diſcovery that ſhe is the 
daughter of a Weſt India Apothecary, and lived 
with a relation and names-ſake of the Perreaus in 
Taviſtock Street, This remark is rather meant 
as a hint than a reproach to that lady, and it is to 
be wiſhed, ſhe may in future profit by it. At the 
ſame time we cannot - approve of Mrs. Rudd's 
deſcending ſo low as to accuſe this lady in the 
public papers, with detaining two of her gowns, 
after ſhe had ſent a written order, by Mr. Bailey 
her council, for them. It is true ſhe has ſince 
acknowledged that they have been return- 
ed her; but the firſt accuſation carries with it 
too much the face of rancour, and rather in- 
jures than promotes the cauſe, 


At the time that the counteſs of Dun—ff 
made ſo much noiſe as a woman of intrigue, ſhe 
found means to get introduced to Mrs, Rudd 
as a woman of faſhion, and by her inſinuating 


addreſs endeavoured to perſuade the latter, that 
ſhe 
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ſhe had it in her power, not only to introduce 
her to the D. of C. but that moſt probably ſhe * 
might marry him. This was after his affair with 


Lady G—— —r, That Lady D-—f muſt 
have been acquainted with Mrs. Rudd's being 
only the nominal wife of Mr. Perreau is, from 
this circumſtance, certain; but that ſhe was ig- 
norant of her real marriage with Captain R—-, 
muſt alſo appear obvious. This very extraor- 
dinary intimation to Mrs. Rudd in her ſituation, 
could not fail greatly embarraſſing her; ſhe knew 
not what reply to make, there was no affront in 
the propoſal, and yet, there was an inſinuation in 
it, that Lady D was appriſed of the terms 


upon which ſhe lived with Mr. Daniel Perreau. 


She excuſed herſelf, however, by ſaying that 
her preſent engagements would not allow her to 
be introduced to the Prince with any ſuch view, 


It is, neverthleſs, certain that ſhe fell in 
company with him at the Counteſs's, and that 
he paid her many compliments; but we may 
venture to affirm that nothing farther paſſed 
than mere compliments. The Prince offered 
her a very handſome ſnuff-box, which Mrs, 
Kudd declincd accepting, 


From 
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Prom ſuch events as theſe, moſt probably, 
have atiſen the various reports that have been 
propagated concerning Mrs. Rudd's intrigues 
fince her connexion with Mr. Perreau; and it 
therefore behoves the writer of theſe memoirs,” 
to place ſuch tranſactions in their true light. 


Mrs. Rudd has publicly declared © I have 
always ſaid, that I never thought Daniel Perreau 
a man of fortune; when we came together he 
told me his income was 3ool. a year, the prin- 
cipal in the funds. This inferiority of fortune 
gave me pleaſure; as it afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of proving the diſintereſtedneſs of my 
attachment and the ſupreme felicity of obliging 
him by a delicate, well timed generoſity, —The 
manner, more than the gift, confers the obliga- 
tion,—My feelings on this point have ever been 
ſo refined, that while he preſerved even the a- 
dow of decorum in his frequent calls for money, 
I Rtudied to know his wants, to relieve them un- 
aſe, and thereby ſpare his and my own ſenſi- 
bility the pain of diſcuſſing ſo unpleaſing a topic. 
In his happineſs I placed mine; I therefore va- 
ved fortune but in proportion as it contributed 
to his eaſe and credit.“ ; 
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From the moment we lived together I conſi- 
dered myſelf in every ſenſe his wife, (there was 


then a reaſon why it was impoſſible for us to be 


married) and practiſed the virtues and duties of 
one in the fulleſt ſenſe, I defy the moſt rigid 
nicety to point out any inſtance or action in my 
conduct, wherein I was not the affectionate, 
faithful wife; the tender, good mother; the 
generous friend, and reſpected acquaintance. 
Whilſt I was charged with domeſtic matters 
(which was near four years) I managed our fa- 
mily with genteel frugality ? attempted no pa- 
rade or finery beyond the reach of my finances, 
and paid all trades people within my department 
punctually; nor can malice itſelf diſprove what 
I here aſſert, or any part of my ſtory, 7 ruth 
and incontrovertible facts will ever prevail over 
falſnood and fabricated ſcandal; upon that ſolid 
baſis I found and reſt my juſtification. I am 


not the firſt woman of character, who (without 
being an ideot) has been deceived by ſpecious 


profeſſions and appearances, or ſuffered the ten- 


dereſt of all ſentiments to ſubdue her reaſon and 


Jull her prudence : but I believe I am the only 
one who ever was treated with ſuch unmerited 
treachery, hypocriſy, and infernal wickedneſs ; 
—let me hope, for the honour of human na- 

ture, 
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ture, that there does not exiſt another Daniel 
Perreau.” 


Such are Mrs. Rudd's ſentiments with regard 
to this gentleman z how far they are founded in 
juſtice, the following examinations will aſcertain. 


A circumſtantial Account of the Examination of 
Robert and Daniel Perreau, for Forgery, at 
the Guildhall, Weſtminſter, on Wedneſday 
the 15th of March. | 


Soon after eleven, Robert and Daniel Perreau, 
and Mrs. Rudd, were put to the bar, and the 
following matters given in evidence :—A bond, 
as of Mr. Adair the agent, to Robert Perreau, 
was produced, when Mr. Wilſon, a ſcrivener, 
{wore that he drew that bond on an Application 
irom Daniel Perreau, Mr. Wheatley, at Mr. 
Drummond's, Banker, Charing-Crofs, ſwore that 
Robert Perreau, aſked him to lend him 5o00l, 
on this bond ; but Mr. Wheatley doubting whe- 
ther it was Mr. Adair's writing, Perreau ſaid he 
had not ſeen Adair execute it, and went away, 
but returned in two hours, ſaying that Mr. 
Adair had acknowledged the. ſignature ; but 
Mr, Wheatley {till doubted, and Mr. Stephens, 

of 
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of the Admiralty, coming in, ſaid it was not 


Mr. Adair's writing. Mr, Wheatley now went 
in Daniel Perreau's coach to Mr. Adair, who 
denied the bond to be his; but previouſly to 
this, Daniel Perreau had produced a letter of 


- buſineſs, ſigned W. A. as from Mr. Adair, and 


treating of money matters. To this charge Da- 
niel Perrcau ſaid he had never ſeen thettond till 
in Mr. Drummond's hand in Adair's houſe, and 
denied having employed Wilſon - to draw the 
bond. Wilton was deſired to fix on his employ- 
er; he heſitated on account of the likeneſs be- 


tween the brothers (which was indeed ſtriking) 


but he firmly believed (on their being ſeparated) 
that Daniel Perreau was his employer. Robert 
Perreau in his defence ſaid, that when he carried 
the bond to Mr. Drummond's he believed it to 
be good and valid, and had no intention to de- 
fraud. Meſirs. Drummond, Wheatley, Ogilby, 
and Wilſon were bound to proſecute Daniel Per- 
reau for cauſing the bond to be made, and Ro- 
bert for publiſhing it knowing it to be forged. 


The next charge was againſt Daniel Perreau * 


for defrauding Dr. Brooks of 1500l. for which 
another Bond, as of Mr. Adair, was lodged as 


ſecurity. Dr. B:ooks not having caſh by him, 


had 
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a 
had advanced bonds of the bank of Air to the 
above amount. For this offence Dr. Brookes, 
and Meſſrs. Ogilby and Wilſon were bound to 
proſecute Daniel Perreau for counterfeiting and 
publiſning. 


Sir Thomas Frankland now depoſed, that in 
May laſt, Robert Perreau had borrowed 4000l. 
of him, as on a bond of Mr. Adair's, which 
was paid four days before due : That in Novem- 
ber laſt, he applied, by letter, for 53ool. which 
Sir Thomas wrote to his banker to pay, and 
which was advanced on Robert Perreau's note, 
and the lodging a bond (as of Adair's) for coun- 
ter ſecurity. For this offence Sir Thomas 
Frankland, and Meſſrs. Ogilby and Wilſon were 
bound to proſecute. 


Mrs. Rudd on her declaring her reſolution to 
ſpeak the truth, was admitted evidence for the 
Crown; when ſhe ſaid, that a few days before 
the bond had been preſented at Mr. Drummond's, 
ſhe received it of Robert Perreau, who ſaid it 
was a paper of conſequence, and to whom ſhe 
afrerwards delivered it ; but that ſhe knew not 
the contents till ſhe ſaw it at Mr. Adair's, where 
ſhe had ſpoken differently from what ſhe now 
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1 
did, fearing to affect the life of Robert Perreau- 


The two brothers were committed to New Pri- 
ſon, and Mrs. Rudd to Tothil-Fields Bride well. 


Mrs. Rudd was in great agitation during exa- 
mination, She was elegantly dreſſed in a ſtriped 
ſilk night gown, with a pink and ermine cloak, 
and a black laced bonnet. The two brothers 
were faſhionably habited, one in a brown, and 


the other in a late coloured frock, with gold 


laced hats. They are twins, and appear to be 
about 40 years of age. | 


On Wedneſday evening, at fix o'clock; the 
information of Mrs. Rudd, the woman who 
lived with the younger Perreau, mentioned 
above, was taken before Juſtice Wright and Juſ- 
tice Addington, at the Public Office in Bow- 
Street. But being free, unreſtrained, and unin- 
fluenced, ſhe gave, it is ſaid, the following ac- 
count of herſelf, and what ſhe knew of the two 
brothers. She ſaid that ſhe was the daughter of 
one of the firſt noblemen in Scotland ; that ſhe 
had been married to a Mr. Rudd, from whom, 
at their parting, ſhe was entitled and really-had 
13,0001. in money and jewels, all of which ſhe 
gave to Mr. Daniel Perreau, That ſhe never 

thought 
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thought him a man of great fortune, but always 


underſtood, that he had about gool, a year: 
That about the time there was a noiſe relative 
to Falkland's Iſland, Mr. Daniel Perreau loſt 
14001, by dealing in the Alley; that he was un- 
eaſy and could not ſleep at nights on that ac- 
count, as he informed her. It was then that ſhe 
firſt learned he dealt in the Alley, which he faid 
he did with much ſucceſs ; ſo that if ever ſke ſaw 
a profuſion of money, ſhe always ſuppoſed Mr. 
Perreau had made a fortunate hit in the Alley, 
She ſaid, ſhe had a great regard for him, and 
that ſhe has had three children by him. His 
brother, Mr, Robert Perreau, ſhe ſaid, has al- 
ways behaved ſo kind and tenderly to her, that 
till the laſt inſtance of cruelty, in charging her 
with knowing any thing of theſe bonds, ſhe 
would have laid down her life to ſerve him. 
Since this affair has been diſcovered, they had. 
from her a gold watch that coſt her 60l. her purſe, 
containing twenty guineas, and ſhe paid the 
coach hire to Sir John Fielding's, ſhe ſaid, be- 
fore they were apprehended, they were all in a 
coach together going off ; but Mr. Robert Per- 
reau making ſome excule to ſtep a little way 
abour. buſineſs, left his brother- and her in the 
coach, and went to Bow-Street to lay an inform- 
hs ation 
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ation againſt her, where being detained, he ſent 
for her and the brother to clear him, and they 


have never ſince had their liberty. 


March 17, Margaret Rudd was re-examined, 
as a witneſs for the Crown, touching the for- 
gery, and publication of the forgery, with in- 
tent to defraud: Mr. Drummond, for which 
(among other charges) Daniel and Robert Per- 
reau are now in priſon. Her information was 
taken in writing and read over to her. In it ſhe 
depoſes, That ſhe knew the two Perreaus for 
ſome years; that ſne cohabited with Daniel, 
and had three children by him; that ſometime 
ſince Robert brought her a bond, drawn up in 
the penal ſum of 15,000]. and purporting to be 
payable from William Adair, Eſq; to Robert 
Perreau; that it was dated January 25, 1775, 
and was made due the 25th of July next; that 
he at the ſame time produced a letter ſigned 
William Adair, and aſked her if ſhe could write 
like the ſignature; that he told her ſhe muſt 
ſubſcribe the name of William Adair to the 
bond; that unleſs he could raiſe goool. imme- 
diately, his life would be in danger; that he 
ſaid, another perſon was to have ſigned it, but 
he was out of the way; that ſhe deſired him to 
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leave the bond, which he did; that when D. 
Perreau came home, ſhe told him what had 
paſſed z that he then enforced his brother's re- 
queſt, and that both of them, at different times, 
repeated their intreaties till Monday the 6th of 
March, when Daniel ſaid the matter was now ſo 
preſſing, that he would not be denied ; that ſhe 
profeſſed a ſincere regard to ſerve either him or 
his brother, but on her knees implored him not 
to oblige her to forge the name; that he drew a 
knife out of his pocket, held it in a threatening: - 
poſture over her head, and ſwore, that as his 
brother's and his own life depended on the ex- 


ecution of that bond, and as he was ſure Mr. 


Drummond would lend his brother the money 
if Mr. Adair's name was to it, he would kill 
her if ſhe did not write it; that in conſequence 
of that threat ſhe ſubſcribed the words William 
Adair, but did not write the names of . the wit- 
neſſes, nor does ſhe know who did.” To this 
information ſhe was ſworn in a very ſolemn man- 
ner by Sir John Fielding. She farther acknow- 
ledged that ſhe had received 4oool. from Ro- | 
bert Perreau, which he had raiſed from Sir 


Thomas Frankland, and which ſhe gave, by 


his direction, to his brother Daniel, who wanted 


it to pay for the purchaſe of his houſe in Har, 


ley 


ley Street, Cavendiſh Square ; ſhe declared the 


never heard of any other bond but that offered 
to Mr. Drummond ; and that Robert had faid 
he would borrow 4o00ol. of Sir Thomas, . who 
was an old friend, and he did not doubt would 
lend the money on his own ſecurity, as he ima» 


gined him to be a man of property. James 


Adair, Eſq; of Soho Square, was ſworn, and 
declared that laſt week, after the eclairciſſement 
at Mr. William Adair's, Mrs, Rudd, (whoſe un- 
cle was his diſtant relation) came to him and 


told him, that her huſband was a wicked villain, 
and had forced her to commit a forgery. Mrs. 


Rudd was admitted to bail; entering into a re- 
cognizance for 200]. herſelf, and two ſureties en- 
tering into recognizances for 100]. each. | 


| How far this detail of Mrs. Rudd's is to be 
credited is difficult to ſay, as according to her 
account there was no body preſent but herſelf, 
and Mr. Daniel Perreau, at the time he held the 
knife to threaten her; and he muſt not only have 
been a very paſſionate, but a very wealc man to 
imagine that in ſuch a ſituation, when a tremor 
muſt neceſſarily have ſeized her, and prevented 
her writing her own name in her uſual manner, 
ſhe could be ſufficiently expert to imitate that 
| of 
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of another in ſo nice a. manner as to avoid de- 
tection. If we can believe that he would go 
ſuch lengths to force Mrs. Rudd to commit a 


forgery, it may eaſily be credited that he could 


form a deſign againſt her life, far the commiſſi · 
on of it. But may not this account be exagger- 
ated by reſentment for the injury her fortune 
had ſuffered in the Alley through his and Mr. 
Robert Perreau's means? and can we not trace 2 
glimpſe of jealouſy, where ſhe ſays in one of her 
exculpatory letters, © It is a well known truth, 
that the ſufferings of the mind will powerfully 
affect the body. This was my caſe. A ſeries 
of afflicting events had, ever ſince my living 
with P. tortured and kept me in a ſtate ot 


diſtreſſing agitation, which gradually impaired 


my health, I was much indiſpoſed all that ſum- 
mer (1773.) In the latter end of Auguſt he 
went to Paris with two gentlemen, (as he ſaid) 
on purpoſe to form an intimacy with them, 
whereby he ſhould be furniſhed with undoubted 
good intelligence to job upon; likewiſe to ſettle 
a plan of correſpondence there with ſome private 
friends of his. 


In his abſence a relation, ho knew me from my 
infancy, came to viſit me; a man of fine ſenſe, 
| great 
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gteat experience, intelligent and penetrating; 
he told me Mr. Perreau's real circumſtances, his 
character and whole conduct. This was the very 
firſt intimation I ever had of his bankruptcy: in 
one word, he fully proved that D. had made a 
prey of my money to gamble and fortune hunt 
with; that during the firſt two years of our con- 

nexion, he particularly addreſſed three Ladies, 
of handſome fortunes, which he and his family 
had practiſed every poſſible art and means to ſuc- 
ceed with. Admoniſhed me to exert myſelf, as 
I was now declared his wife, known univerſally 
as ſuch, and to have henceforth a proper inter- 
courſe with his family, which would effectually 
prevent any of the like attempts in future. Be- 
ing ſo nicely circumſtanced, I muſt endeayour to 
forget the paſt, and make the beſt of evils I could 
not redreſs. To effect which, it was abſolutely 
proper to be no longer duped by his artifices 
to ſee with my own eyes, and act from the dic- 
rates of my own reaſon. Shocked and amazed 
beyond expreſſion at theſe diſcoveries, I was de- 
prived the power of utterance, and could only 
thank my kind adviſer with tears. Rcuſed now 
to examine as far as poſſible into P's affairs, I 
looked into the drawer which contataed his pri- 
vate papers, there I ſaw his certificate ſigned 
| the 
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the fourth of May, 1770, and many other things 
that convinced me fully of the truths I had juſt 
heard. This piercing ſtroke entirely deſtroyed 
the little health I had, and hurried me into a 
dangerous conſumption. Robert Perreau, at 
this criſis, came often to ſee me, though pre- 
judiced in his disfavour, from, che cauſe I have 
before aſſigned, upon a more intimate acquain- 
tance I- found him ſenſible and well bred; the 
world ſpoke him a man of integrity and dif- 
cretion, much eſteemed, and of great reputation 
in his profeſſion.” 


Nevertheleſs, we find ſhe ſoon after forgave 
him - all paſt injuries, and appeared again as 
fond of him as ever. Theſe are her words. 
«© When Daniel Perreau returned from France, 
the beginaing of October, I was ſo ill, that 
Doctor Brooke adviſed country air, and ſtrict 
regimen, as the only means to ſave me. We 
went to Kentiſh Town, ſtaid there till near 
Chriſtmas. Here Daniel ſhewed much con- 
trition for his paſt errors; made the moſt 
ſolemn proteſtations of an entire reformation ; 
expreſſed ſuch tender ſorrow for my ſufferings 
and indiſpoſition; attended, watched over me 
with ſuch affectionate aſſiduity, that I forgot 
1 every 
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every thing diſagreeable, and only thought af 
and felt his preſent goodneſs. But this hap- 
pineſs ſoon vaniſhed.” 


This favourable opinion of Mr. Daniel Per- 
reau did not, however, long continue, as ſne com- 
plains of his ill treatment as well as his conſummate 
vanity in the following lines. I continued 
dangerouſly ill all the winter. The twenty- 
fifth of April, 1774, I was delivered of my 
youngeſt child, As ſoon as I could be ſafely 
removed, it was judged abſolutely requiſite, for 
the benefit of my health, to go into the coun- 
try. I propoſed for us to hire a ſmall, ready 
furniſhed houſe, ſufficient to lodge ourſelves 
and children decently. This humble propoſal 


did not ſuit his conſummate vanity, and ill- 


judged ridiculous extravagance. He anſwered 
me with great acrimony, That while he had 
been dependent upon my fortune, he ſubmitted 
to my governing our domeſtic expences, and 
ſtile of living ; but that being now entirely in- 
dependent of me, he would pleaſe himſelf 
that he was in a proſperous certain way of ac- 
quiring a conſiderable fortune ; therefore was re- 
ſolved to ſpend and live like a man of affluence. 
From this ſpeech I very naturally concluded, he 

was 


63 
was at laſt poſſeſſed of what he had been in 
purſuit of for years, viz. good political infor- 
mation, whereby he could not fail in realizing 
the riches he ſpoke ſo confidently of; every one 
who knows any thing of Change-Alley, knows 
that numbers have, and actually do, make for- 
tunes out of it. Upon this aſſurance I remained 
ſatisfied of its being really the caſe; conſequently 
whatever expences he engaged in ſince, did not 
ſarprize, nor could not appear myſterious to 
me: the ſcheme of turning Broker of courſe 


ceaſed,” 


Speaking of Mrs. Robert Perreau, Mrs. Rudd 
upbraids her in the following words. I like. 
wiſe, *till the late affair, found Mrs, Perreau ex- 
tremely amiable, ſincere, and unaffected; ex- 
cluſive of relationſhip, I eſteemed and loved 
her ; how ſhe has prevailed upon herſelf to pro» 
pagate deteſtable and indelicate truths, is a 
ſpecies of mean depravity which exceedingly ſur- 
prizes me.” 


We find too till this late diſcovery, ſhe was 
reconciled to Mr. Robert Perreau, notwithſtand- 
ing the injurious treatment ſhe had received by 


his ſharing the produce of- her fortune, when 
ſucceſsful 
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ſucceſsful in the alley, and remaining unhurt in 
his, when the chance was againſt him. I 
therefore, without heſitation, gave him a candid 
circumſtantial detail of every thing relative to 


myſelf and his brother; I even related what had 


happened between Mr. Rudd and me; his pro- 
fligacy, inſanity, and the perſonal abuſes I re- 
ceived from him, which occaſioned our final 
ſeparation. He ſeemed much affected at the 
melancholy recital, and with apparent ſincerity, 
replied, He was infinitely ſurprized, nay, ſhock- 
ed, at his brother's behaviour, which was highly 
reprehenſible ; that Daniel had always been fo 


reſerved about me, that, though he ſaw there 


was ſomewhat unufual and myſterious in the 
connection, he reſtrained his curioſity, and 
avoided aſking any queſtions of him -upon the 
ſubject. He vowed, with regard to money tran- 
ſactions, Daniel had given him to underſtand, 
he made a capiral ſum at the time of the con- 
vention of Falkland Iſland, of courſe, he 
thought it was the ſaid money he played with, 
and lived upon from that time to this; aſſured 
me of his beſt ſervices, and that he would 
expreſs his ſentiments very freely to Daniel, and 
endeavour to bring him to a juſt ſenſe of the 
reſpect and grateful affection due to me; like- 

wiſe 
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wiſe conſult his wife to account for our marriage 
being ſo long a ſecret, to prevent impertinent 
ſurmiſes. This behaviour very juſtly impreſſed 
me with the beſt opinion of the goodneſs of his 
heart and underſtanding. From that moment, 
until the affair of the Bond, and the conſpiracy 
againſt my life, I felt for him the greateſt eſteem 
and ſiſterly affection, upon all occaſions, Till 
then he diſcovered the like for me; treated me 
with ſo much tenderneſs and attentive care in my 
illneſs; ſpoke every where ſo handſomely of 
me, that I really would have done any thing that 
could not touch my life or honour, to oblige 
and ſerve him.” 
1 

- This declaration of Robert's, with regard to 
his brother's making a capital ſum. in the Alley, 
at the time of the Convention reſpeRing Falk- 
land's Iſland, muſt either be a miſtake on the 
ſide of Mrs. Rudd, or the ſummit of hypocriſy 
in Mr. Perreav, as it was this very fatal ſtroke 
that gave the moſt violent ſhock to their finances, 


At the ſame time that we cannot but lament 
that Mrs. Rudd did not follow the advice of her 
uncle which he ſo ſtrenuouſly enforced ; it muſt 


be acknowledged, that female vanity ſeems to 
f h ; have 


- (46) 
have got the better of her judgment in the fol- 
lowing paſſage. | 


« At this time my uncle Stewart having heard 
of my ſituation, wrote to me, repreſenting in the 
moſt affecting, parental terms the imprudent im- 
propriety of my attachment, that ſhould it ever 
from deſign or chance be diſcovered an illicit 
connection, the diſgrace it would refle& on me; 


that my fortune being independant and ſuffi- þ 
cient to ſupport me in elegance I was totally in- f 
excuſable, and unleſs I made myſelf an alien ;, 
and outcaſt for ever to my friends and family, 1 Fo 
muſt inſtantly determine either to quit Mr. Per- 11 
reau, and return to my family, or declare our- i 
ſelves married, in either caſe he would be re- * 
conciled to and receive me with reſpect. At * 


this period I was a mother, part of my fortune 
ſquandered, my heart (till devoted to Daniel, to 
which the forcible endearing tie of father to my 
child contributed much; therefore paternal duty, 
love and diſcretion, fixed my choice of the latter. 
Agreeable to this, I went to Edinburgh, in De- 
cember, 1772, where my uncle Stewart and bis 
family met me; there I not only ſaw and Was 
careſſed by my relations, but alſo acquired many 
friends, perſons of the firſt ſenſe and conſequence, 
whom I can take npon me to aver, both reſpeed 
| and 


and loved me; nor can I ſuppoſe they will now ds 
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otherwiſe, as their efteem aroſe from a knowledge 
of the excellencies of my heart and diſpefition, and 
what they were pleaſed to term the amiableneſs of 
my manners, qualities which neither villainy nor 


misfortune can rob me of, . \ 


We find that Mr. Daniel Perreau's loſſes and 
extravagance conſtantly preyed upon her mind, 
and in the ſame letter ſhe expreſſes it in very 
forcible terms, She ſays : & The loſſes incurred 
in the ſtocks in my abſence, and the diſtreſsful 
ſituation I found Mr. Perreau in at my return, 
in conſequence of them, drove me almoſt to di- 
ſtraction. A mere trifle, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, of my fortune now remained. Indigence 
and ſhame ſtared me 'in the face. In ſhort, I 
was every way ruined, For after the ſtep I had 
juſt taken with my family, on hat pretext 
could I ſeparate from Daniel? and how could 
he maintain me and our children? (we then had 


two.) At laſt, as the only thing to be deviſed, 


he agreed, on my paying certain debts, which 
would preſerve his credit, that with the reſidue 
he would commence ſtock- broker. However, 
this plan required time to negociate and put in 
practice, eſpecially as he propoſed going into 
partnerſhip with ſome eſtabliſhed one. Humi- 

liating 


N. 


liating as this muſt appear to a woman of ele- 
gance, - cruel neceſſity compelled me not only to 
aſſent, but view it in an advantageous light, as 
a reſource from penury and reproach,” 


This plan, we find, however, he ſoon laid 
aſide, under pretence of having diſcovered other 
reſources, which. have but too viſibly appeared 
in the courſe of the different examinations, 
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In order to illuſtrate this matter as far as poſ- 

ſible, we ſhall lay before the reader the fol- 

lowing letter, that has ſince appeared from Mrs, 
Rudd. 
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To the Printer of the Morning Poſt, 


The remaining part of my Caſe, promiſed 
in your Paper of this day, I have, on more 
mature conſideration, reſolved to poſtpone, as 
it muſt have been chiefly on a ſubje&t fo 
intereſting to the Meſſrs. Perreaus; (viz. their 
whole behaviour to, and converſation with me, 
from the day Mr. Drummond made the diſ- 
covery to the time I was brought to Sir John 
Fielding's) therefore I defer it from motives of 

compaſſion, 
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compaſſion, and a fervent, ſincere wiſh to avoid 
ſaying or doing aught which might poſſibly 
prejudice them in the minds of the Public (or 
appear to aim at doing ſo) previous to their 


trial, 


„What I have hitherto related had no con- 
nection with this laſt unhappy affair, being 
merely an explicit true account of myſelf and 
conduct, prior to the expoſure of that matter, 
and to prove by demonſtrated facts how falſely 
my enemies repreſented me, and how unde- 
ſervedly I was perſecuted and traduced by them. 
Such people may be juſtly termed the aſſaſſins 
of reputation, and who, like Milton's Serpent, 
envious of ſuperior goodneſs and happineſs; plan 
to deſtroy, and endeavour to make the world 
believe others are as bad as themſelves. | 


* I know at this moment the Perreaus are 
concerting abominable falſchoods, whereby they 
hope to blacken my character, and deviſing 
every poſſible ſcheme to further diſtreſs and ruin 
me; yet, for the reaſons aſſigned above, even 
this, added to my former moſt cruel injuries, 
I ſhall not make reſentment prevail over the 
tender, powerful ſenſe I have of humanity and 
H lenity, 
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lenity, even to my inveterate foes; I truſt in 
God I ſhall ever have ſtrength of mind enough 
to practiſe towards them theſe virtues, 
«I am, Sir, 
* Your molt obedient ſervant, 
M. C. RUDD.” 


P. S. In a few days, you will receive from 
me an atteſted account by what means I became 
poſſeſſed of the 1 3000l. mentioned (and nearly 
accounted how it was expended) in the firſt part 
of my Caſe. I hear it has been obſerved in ſome 
News-papers, that I contradicted myſelf, by firſt 
ſaying I was now left to abſolute beggary, and 
juſt afterwards in the ſame letter, uſed the fol- 
lowing words: * That I muſt vindicate the 
little property I could yet call my own.” The 
explanation is plain: Mr. Perreau's aſſigning his 
houſe to ESir Thomas. Frankland, and all my 
perſonals, furniture, &c. being therein, and 
which the faid Baronet has detained, and ſtill 
perſiſts in keeping, I ſay, has left me at preſent, 
to abſolute beggary, and want of even the com- 
mon neceſſaries of life; I have not a decent 
change of cloaths nor what the meaneſt of my 
ſex would think ſo, and I do, and have ever 
ſince my enlargement, lived on the charity of 


two humane people (whoſe names ſhall be here- 
after 


. } 
after told), otherwiſe I ſhould not have bread to 
eat, and muſt beg in the ſtreets, or ſtarve. 


« As Sir Thomas has no more right to my 
cloaths or any part of my property than he has 
to yours, or any perſon's that he never heard of, 
I preſume” he thinks my poverty ſecures him 
from the power of the law ; however, he will 
ſoon find himſelf miſtaken ; I will not only have 
my right from him, but expoſe his whole be- 

haviour to me upon this occaſion.” 


Mrs. Rudd has, nevertheleſs, ſinee publiſhed 
another letter, in which ſhe ſays, ſhe ſhall not 
account for the manner in which the obtained 
the thirteen thouſand pounds, (ſo often alledged 
to have been ſquandered in *Change Alley, and 
elſewhere, by the Perreaus) till after their trial. 
This kind of lenity, which cannot be of any 
kind of ſervice to them, after atteſting all that 
ſhe has againſt them, gives. the whole a very 
myſterious air. She was not compelled to 
account for the manner in which ſhe obtained 
this, or any other ſum; it was a voluntary de- 
claration, which ſhe bound herſelf to fulfil, and 
which ſhe ſeems now very unwilling to perform. 
It 1s pretty certain, that ſhe did not obtain it by 


patrimonial 
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patrimonial inheritance ; it is alſo very certain, 
that her huſband was not a man of any con- 
ſiderable property, or if he had been, as he is 
ſeparated from his wife, he wou'd ſcarcely ſuffer 
her to remain in poſſeſſion of all his property, to 
give it to his rival and cornuter, to ſquander in 
the Alley. She declares, that ſhe never thought 
Daniel Perreau to be a man of great fortune 
and, that inſtead of receiving any pecuniary 
aſſiſtance from him, ſhe is ruined by him. How 
then did theſe 13000]. ariſe? But Mrs. Rudd is 
a lady, and politeneſs compels us to wait with 
patience for her own explanation. 


. Having brought this narrative to a period, 
there is little more to add, but a few remarks on 
the behaviour of Meſſrs Perreaus ſince their con- 
finement, and to refute ſome injurious accuſations 
that have been ſpread againſt them. It has been 
ſaid that Daniel reſolved to ſtarve himſelf, and 
would take no nutriment. On the contrary, he 
is very chearful, eats and drinks in moderation, 
and receives the viſits of his particular friends, 
to whom he behaves with great propriety and 


politeneſs. Mr. Robert Perreau has not only 


ſettled all his private affairs, but made every poſ- 
fible proviſion for his family, having agreed to 


accept 


. 
accept from the Apothecary's Company, 130l. 
for his ſhare of ſtock for their benefit, on con- 
dition that he may re-purchaſe, if he ſhould be 
acquitted on his trial. This circumſtance, which 
is inconteſtible, evinces, that many allegations 
to his prejudice are groundleſs; and though he 
may be guilty of many errors, many more are 
aſcribed to him of which he is entirely innocent. 


He ſeems conſcious of his own innocence, 
and waits the decifion of Juſtice with a becoming 
philoſophic reſignation. His lady often viſits 
him, and affords him a well-timed ſolace. 


Here we intended to drop the pen, being unwill- 

ing to add any thing that may injure either of the 
parties. We have adhered to truth, to the beſt 
of our judgment, and ſuch obſervations as have 
been made, have ariſen entirely out of the ſub- 
ject, without wandering from the main purpoſe; 
but ſome particulars that have ſince come to our 
knowledge, require mentioning. 


Theſe Memoirs might appear imperfef, if a very 
extraordinary Letter that has appeared in 
the Papers ſhould be omitted here. It is an 
Epiſtle of Joun STewarT, Uncle to Mrs. 
Rudd, and who had early adopted ber as 4 
Parent before ber marriage, when ſhe was ſtill 
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i Miſs Younglon (for family Reaſons bearing ber con 
1 Mother's Name), and at that Time a celebrated frot 
3 Toaſt with a Charatler as untainted as ber bro 
4 Mind. eve 
1 l be 
| kl l JOHN STEWART, Eſq, of Balimoran, .Cornty ere 
I of Down, Ireland; to Mr. DANIEL PER- alſe 
[ REAU, late of Harley-ſireet, London. dil 
"li *SIR, ** 
1 « Mas. Rupp's tenderneſs and mercy to you 2 
and your brother, ſhall not deter me from publiſh- fe 

my ſentiments of you, your family, adviſers and 8 

colleagues, and expoſing the numerous arts you mi 

jointly and ſeparately practiſed, to work upon a 

her compaſſionate, feeling heart, and affection 8 

for you, to perſiſt in ſaying ſhe gave your bond * 

to Robert, without telling the other facts of her (a 

having fir? received it from him and all the mi- 1 

nutiæ of that black tranſaction; alſo on the 1 

Wedneſday (after being at Mr. Adair's in Pall 2 

Mall) how you Zhen, to excite her compaſſion 4 

farther, and raiſe her fears ſtill more for your * 

lives, diſcovered Sir Thomas Frankland's having * 

the like bonds with Robert's notes as collateral 

ſecurity; pretended to go to Mr. Henry Dagge, 4 


only (as you told her) in order to conſult him 
which way to raiſe money on your own effects to 


| pay 


5 
pay Sir Thomas, to prevent your brother be- 
coming a bankrupt, and liable to a proſecution 
from the baronet. That apprehending your 
brother was fafe in regard to Mr. Drummond, 
every thing would be ſilenced, could Sir Thomas 
be paid. You told her that Mr. Dagge had 
great influence with Mr. Drummond, and was 
alſo a weak, credulous man; of courſe would rea- 
dily credit the fabulous, abſurd ſtory you ma- 
nufactured to tell him, and moſt artfully pre- 
vailed with this deluded, innocent woman to 
countenance and corroborate, by repeating it 
after you to him, and before each; aſſuring her 
with ſolemn imprecations that you meant no- 
thing by this application and ſtory to Dagge, bur 
to get money for Sir Thomas, and ſave your 
credits, and if neceſſary make a friend of him to 
ſhuffle the affair with Mr. Drummond ; and ſhe, 
(as a woman) being entirely ignorant of ſuch- 
matters and the conſequence to herſelf of adopting 
your advice, alſo from affection and what ſhe re- 
ligiouſly believed her abſolute duty as your wife, | 
complied with your deſires; for your wife ſhe 
was in every moral ſenſe, in the ſight of man, 
and from her ſtrict invariable adherence to, and 
practice of, all the duties and virtues of one. 


believe the ſubtileſt caſuiſt, or greateſt de- 
votee, 
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( 56 )) 
votee, will allow her to have been ſuch in the 
ſight of God; therefore her mind muſt be on 
this and all occaſions under the ſame aſcendancy 
as if the prieſt had joined your hands: her. per- 


ſon and reputation ſhould with you have been as 


ſacred. 
MW. . 


The part you acted in this deep conſpiracy 
the diſavowing her for your wife ; ſtripping her 
of all her property, valuables, &c. forcibly pre- 
venting her going to conſult a lawyer (though 
ſhe conjured you on her knees only to be per- 
mitted to know how far her own life was ſafe in 


doing what you deſired;) and when alarmed by 


the moſt flagrant appearances of ſome under- 
hand ſchemes, by the conduct and ſpeeches of 
your brother and Dagge; and finally the hor- 


rid attempt to bring her to an ignominious 


death, in order to exonerate and fave yourſelves, 


give you, Sir, the pre-eminence in wickedneſs, to 


all the villains I ever heard or read of. Man- 
kind muſt bluſh to ſee a fellow-creature ſo de- 
generate; and poſterity will ſurely curſe the 
authors of ſuch a complicated, dark, infernal, 
crime. 


I ſhall now mention one thing, amongſt the 
many in my power, to ſtrike, if poſſible, dag- 


gers 


65 * 
gers into your mind; I mean your unnatural, 
brutal conduct to your preſent offspring, thoſe 
beautiful infants, who, you and your brother 
aid, might go to a workhouſe, when Sir T. 

F -d aſked how you would have them diſ- 
poſed of, upon his taking poſſeſſion of your 
houſe, —Deteſtable brutes! did you conſider 
that thefe little innocents had from their birth 
been reared with careful delicacy, attended and 
ſerved with elegance; and you, moſt unnatu- 
ral, cruel father! did you reflect they were your 
own children, and that their mother had given 
you in caſh and effects, ſixteen thouſand pounds, 
which you baſely ſquandered; and which ought 
to have been preſerved for her ſupport and 


« 


theirs ! 


Now, Sir, is it poſſible to conceive that im- 
pudent ignorance could be carried ſo far, as I 
am ſorry to ſay it is, in your brother Robert's 
wife declaring, ſhe thought herſelf affronted at 
Mrs. Rudd's being introduced to her as a ſiſter- 
in- lay? Fine affected madam! I ſuppoſe ſhe 
derived thoſe high ſentiments from the noble de- 
ſcent of a Weſt Indian parſon's daughter, and 
the elegant education given her under the care 


and direction of the late Mrs, Perreau's, Milli- 
| 1 2e, 


| „ 
ners, in Taviſtock Street. —Such little gentry 
are a peſt to ſuperior ſociety, and a burleſque on 


(i 

| 
it | the name of gentlewoman. 
Wo: 
14 | . . . 
i But it avails not to preach with people loſt 
5 | | to honour and principle ; 1 have left my family, 
4 and come a long journey for more efficacious 


Wi! purpoſes ; reſolved to detect and-expoſe villainy; 
protect injured innocence; and as far as law, 
juſtice, and the perſonal power of man can go, 
to revenge my niece upon her intended murder- 
ers, the actual plunderers of her fortune, and 
defamers of her character; for her wrongs make 
my aged heart bleed at every vein,—I was the 
guardian of her youth (an orphan at eight years 
old)—ſhe knew no other parent; I ever loved 
her as ſuch, and ſhe was all the fondeſt one 
could wiſh ; ſenſible, an elegant accompliſhed 
mind, graced with every.female virtue ; beau- 

"1, well-bred, and, to uſe the poet's words, 

of gentle manners, as a ſoul ſincere,” My 
milery is inexpreſſible, to ſee this child of my 
affection, in her bloom of life, and full perfect- 
ion of . ſenſe, cruſhed, ſunk into the loweſt abyſs 
of misfortune,—l pray God to ſupport me un- 
der this weighty affliction, and graciouſly Pre: 
ſerve me to ſee her redreſſed. 


JOHN STEWART. 


(_ 59 +) 

Upon this letter we ſhall make no other com- 
ment, than to obſerve that at a time when Me 
Perreaus were under confinement, to attack Mr. 
Daniel in ſo violent a manner may look like 

ſpleen and ill- nature; and the more ſo as it 
would not become him to anſwer it at this junc- 
ture. Beſides, as he is ſuſpected of being criminal, 
with regard to the forgery, the world would not 
give him credit for a defence however juſt. Pre- 
judice is too apt to operate, where only the ap- 

pearance of guilt is in view; and after the many | 
injurious aſperſions thrown out by Mrs, Rudd, 
this letter would have appeared with a better 
grace after their trial than before. 


In juſtice to Mr. Daniel Perreav, it muſt be 

acknowledged, notwithſtanding the many charges | 
that have been brought againſt him of his ex- : 

travagance and diffipation, whilſt he was in 

partnerſhip with Mr. Jollie, at Guadaloupe 

that the above gentleman has ever acquitted him - 

of any ſuch miſconduR ; their misfortunes and 

their failure ariſing entirely from the ſtoppage 

of a conſiderable houſe in London. 


The peculiar indulgence Meſſrs. Perreaus 


have received of not being brought to Newgate 
as... 
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till the day of their trial, is by ſome judged to 
be the effect of great intereſt amongſt ſome per- 
ſons in very conſiderable power. It is certain 
that they were till the late affair, held in great 


eſteem imongſt many of the nobility. Mr. 


Robert Perreau, by his profeſſion got acceſs to 


many perſons of rank, who were his patients, 
and who from his agreeable converſation, and 
genteel behaviour, treated him as an acquaint- 
ance and friend. He accordingly had frequent 
invitations to their tables, and in return was 
often honoured with their viſits. It is well at- 
teſted that a certain amiable Dutcheſs, ® who is 
at once an ornament to her ſex, and to human 
nature, upon hearing of Mr. Robert's confine- 
ment ſwooned away, and remained greatly af- 
fected for ſome time, Nor is this event any 
way extraordinary, when her Grace's humanity 
and ſympathy for every one in diſtreſs is cofſi- 
dered; for no ſooner is ſhe convinced of real 
diſtreſs, than her purſe ſtrings are dilated, and 
ſhe anticipates application. 


n 
_— 


The public entertaia various opinions of the 
conduct of Mrs. Rudd, whilſt ſome who give 


entire credit to her ſtory in its fulleſt latitude, 


think ſhe may be fairly juſtified in recriminatiag 


| upon 
* The preſent Dutcheſs of B==— gh, 


6600 

upon the Petreaus after they / twice attempted 
her life; others who are not ſo credulous, and 
think that although there may be ſome founda- 
tion for her allegations, nevertheleſs are of opi- 
nion, that as ſhe is the mother of three children 
by Daniel, it muſt be the higheſt pitch of folly 
to attempt rendering theſe little innocents father- 
leſs, in defiring to deprive him ot life, by her ap- 
pearance againſt him. The fine feelings ſhe ſo 
much boaſts of muſt here be called inqueſtion, and 
a vindictive ſpirit be evinced, that will do no ho- 
nour either to her delicacy or maternal affection. 


As the period is now ſo near, when her con- 
duct will be put to the teſt, we ſhall wait with 
patience for the iſſue, hoping that the tenderneſa 
of a mother, and the delicacy of her ſex, may 
remain without reproach, 


Mrs. Rudd is univerſally judged a lady of 
ſenſe and wit; her repartees and bon mots are 
often related; her ſmart anſwers to her lovers 
and admirers are mentioned as ſtrokes of humour 
and pleaſantry ſcarcely to be equalled ; but ſhe 
has never till lately appeared as an authoreſs ; 
her name has been repeatedly ſubſcribed to va- 
rious letters in her own vindication, and to ac- 

cuſe 


(62) 
cuſe the Perreaus of inſincerity, treachery, and 
the like. Yet many people are ſo incredulous 
as to doubt, whether theſe letters are really and 
bona fide her own writing. Nevertheleſs it has 
been ſuggeſted, as ſhe has declared her poverty, 
and the neceſſitous ſtate of her affairs, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed that ſhe can afford to pay a merce- 
nary ſcribe for ſetting forth her caſe, as ſhe calls 
it, to the public. Some indeed have hazarded, 
what we would not chuſe to hint, that a fine wo- 
man can always repay any obligation without 
money. But the misfortune is, that a needy 
garretteer, is generally in ſuch an elevated ſtate, 
that he would rather ſee a ſurloin of beef, than 
all the beauties of Ranelagh. 


Meſſrs. Perreau, who are now in their fortieth 
year of their age, having lived a very regular 
life, are poſſeſſed of excellent conſtitutions. 
Nevertheleſs, the anxiety that their minds muſt 
neceſſarily labour under, and the agitation of an 
approaching trial upon ſo awful an occaſion, can- 
not have failed, in ſome degree, to have dif 
turbed their reſt and diminiſhed their appetite; 
though they have both borne up their misſor- 
tunes very philoſophically ; particularly Mr, Ro- 
bert Perreau. Hence, however, many idle re- 


ports 


Lic 


1 
ports have been ſpread, ſuch as their reſolving 
to ſtarve themſelves to death, &c. &c, 


Several gentlemen who have viſited them 
during their confinement, can atteſt, that they 
behave with ſerenity and a becoming fortitude ; 
and that they ſmile at the malice of their enemies, 
as they are ſenſible that an Engliſh jury will not 
be influenced by ipſe dixits, and injurious reports. 


We ſhall conclude this narrative with inform- 
ing the reader, that the deſign of this publica- 
tion at this period, ſo far from being with a 
view to prejudice the world againſt theſe gentle- 
men, that it was chiefly with the deſign of pre- 
venting effects that might have ariſen from any 
ſpuricus publication which may have been writs 
ten to their prejudice. 
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